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HERE is no Obſervation more 
common among our Neighbours 
abroad than this, That the People 
of England, of all others, are the 
worſt Reaſoners on Foreign Affairs; and this, 
1 fear, is as juſt, as it is general: For our Si- 
tuation, which deprives us of eaſy Intercourſe, 
and happily ſaves us from any immediate 
Connection with the People of the Continent; 
renders the Study of their Intereſts and Poli- 
cies at once more difficult, and leſs intereſts 
ing; while the few to whom travelling fur- 
niſhes the Means of overcoming thoſe Diſ- 
advantages, under which the Bulk of their 
Countrymen labour, inſtead of making pro- 
per Uſe of that Opportunity, inſtead of fit- 
ting themſelves for the Service of their Coun- 
try in thoſe Offices, where Knowledge of Fo- 
reign: Affairs is required, idely direct their 
Purſuits in Search of Folly, ſtudy the Fa- 
B ſhions 
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(2) 
ſhions and F opperies, not the Manners and 
Conſtiturions, and return as well inſtructed 
in the Taftes of the Taylors, as ignorant of 


the Characteriſtics of the Miniſters of the 
neighbouring Nn. 


Unſought aflec abroad, this has been but 
little incited at home, while the Arts of Go- 
vernments, upon which our Miniſters have 


choſen to build their Reputation, and depend 


for Support, have had little Connections with 
it; being confined to a Knowledge of the 
State of the Revenues and Funds, directing 
Elections, managing Parliaments, and ſtudy- 
ing the Prices of their Members. With theſe 
only in View, we lately knew a Miniſter 
openly acknowledge his Ignorance in Foreign 
Concerns —A Miniſter in this honeft, that his 
Declaration was confirmed by his Conduct. 
And yet (Shame to relate it) he was a Mini- 
ſter who long ſat at the Helm of Power, with a 
Sway more abſolute, than any before him had 
ever aſpired to, or than any after him will, I 
hope, ever dare to graſp at. 


But tho' the Offices he conſtitutionally poſ- 
ſeſſed might afford him ſome Colour of Ex- 
cuſe for Ignorance in other Branches of the 
Miniſtry, which he had ſurreptitiouſly pro- 
cured to center in himſelf; yet little will his 
Example avail the Succeſſors to that Part of 


his Power, which managed the Buſineſs in the 


Foreign Departments, Should any ſuch, for 
Inſtance, 
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Inſtance, "in a Day of Debate, avow his Ig- 
norance of the Nature of the Operations of 
the War, or of the Geography of Flanders, 
the Seat of it, and for the Preſer vation of 
which we enter'd into it; as if there was no 
Difference between the Operations of a Cam- 
paign, and the Diſpoſitions of a Battle; and 
the one not as much the Object of the Deli- 

berations of Miniſters in the Cabinet, as the 
other of Generals in the Field: Such Avowal 
would be looked upon as juſtly ridiculous. 


* | 33 - | 35331910. 38 38 
But this is not all: For equal to the Shame 
is the Detriment attending Ignorance of theſe 
Concerns ; for while, with Regard. to them; 
the Intereſt of Britain is unknoyn, our 
Ms are liable to be miſled by Foreigners, 
and the People to be miſled by the Mrs. 
The Annals of our late Adminiſtrations fur- 
niſh\flagrant Inſtances of the fitſt, and yearly 
Experience confirms the latter. Thus when! 
Steps are to be taken, when; Supplies are to 
be granted, flattering Repreſentations of the 
State of Affairs are induſtriouſly propagated, 
Hints dropt, Diſcourſes held, and Pamphlets 
publiſhed, which the more eaſily anſwer their 
Purpoſe of drawing on the People, eager to 
believe what they earneſtly. wiſh, when the 
fairy Proſpect of Glory gilds the Pill they are 
to ſwallow. e dei dee 
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(4) | 
theſe Artifices: ''* Tis then 
that the Memory of paſt Diſgraces and In- 
feriority is loſt in the Dream of future Ex- 


diſtinguiſhed by 


pectation; tis then new Alliances dazzle the 
Imaginations, and Additions of powerful Ar- 
mies aſſemble upon Paper. But as this Prac- 
tice of Self. Deceit has, in the Courſe of bye 
paſt V ears, but enercaſed the Diſappointments, 
2 Pro ortion to the Expectations of the Na- 
tion, it is Time that Creduliry ſhould, at laſt; 
give Plaeei to Suſpieion; and as the ſame Arts 
are at preſent redoubled to raiſe a fayourable 
Idea gf the futufe Campaign, I am in hopes, 
that my Endedvours will not be unacceptable 
tomy Connrrymen;''to enable them ro judge 
for themſelves; by ſetting befote them à true 
and filr State of their Affairs and Alliances 
abroad; a8 it equally affects their Curioſity 
and imports their Intereſt to know what Re- 
turns càn reaſonably be expected for the Mil- 
ons already ſquandered on the Cont inent, and 
'what Inducements there are for Perſeverance 
in-lavihing their Remains of Wealth i in pre 
men of iche A Wer. ad = 
DLL 1. 7 F3 
Laſt Fir beheld: us, after the Fog of Bra- 
Zunr, ſeck Shelter in the Dominions of Hol- 
aal, chen when reinforced from every Quar- 
ter, paffled not unthamefully in tlie Attempt 
to cover Namure, and at lat beat in the Field 
by | that Enemy, who, we vainly thought, 
ud: tiever” venture to meaſure” Weapons 


with” Us there; ad at che End of the Cam- 
| uiid PaIgn, 
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paign, obliged to have Recourſe for Quarters 
in the ſame Territories, which, in the Be- 
ginning of it, had afforded us Shelter: And 
yet no ſooner was the Campaign over, than 
its Diſgraces are palliated, and, as ir che 
Cauſe of them was now longer to ſubſiſt, (it 
is ſaid) they will be amply revenged by the 
Meaſerer to 2 78 purſued the i Tear fy 


What Reaſors there are to aaetioedd this 8 


Opinion, le? we the Subject of my oor 
Enquiry.” 


That we "Have Kick&co ben Rrugphins 
againſt the Stream, that France and her AL 
lies have over-matched Britain and hers, I 
think unneceſſary to prove by a tedious De- 
duction of Facts, while” repeated Diſgraces 
and Loſſes on our Side nn the Nr 
and Glory on theirs, F014 | 


* 


. 18 loſt; the Barrier, Side precious 
Price of the Treaſure and Blood {quandered 
by Marlborough, that fole Fruit of a long ten 
Years War, is now gone. Let us examine 
then what Alteration there is in the Syſtem of 
our Alliance, and what in that of the Affairs 
in Europe, ſo far to our Advantage, as that 
we, who could not preſerve thoſe Provinces, 
ſhould now flatter ourſelves with Hopes of 
recovering them: For without ſome Altera- 
tion ſuch Expectations muſt be allowed at 
firſt Sight to be abſurd. 
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NR * the 8 of Vienna, has Reaſon 


is there to expect an Addition of Strength, 


while the Proſecution of the Expedition in 


Provence demands all the Aſſiſtance ſhe can 


ſpare from home, and her Apprehenſions from 


Pruſſia permit to ſpare but little; while her Po- 
verty keeps her in want of the Sinews of War 
within berſelf, and her Miſmanagement miſ- 

applies what is furniſhed by us. Sixty thou- 


2 Men (it is faid) ſhe has promis d as her 


Contingent for the Army in the Netherlands. 
But how is this Promiſe to be fulfill'd ? 
Notorious it is, ſhe has none to ſpare, 
it is not even pretended that freſh, Corps are 


to make up that Contingent, that therefore 


muſt already be in thoſe Countries, and the 
very Troops which compoſed her Army there 


laſt Lear: And what Reaſon we have to ex- 


ect an exact Execution of her Agreements 
for the ſubſequent Campaign, may be deter- 
mined by Experience of the laſt, | 


Poms hundred choufand Pounds were voted 
by the Britiſb Parliament laſt Seſſions, to en- 
able the Queen to employ 50,000. of her 


Iroops in the Army in Flanders; afterwards, 


when that Body declared its Weakneſs by its 
Retreat into Holland, an additional Reinforce- 
ment was offered by her; and accordingly, in 


Conſequence of freſh Stipulations and Sub- 
fidies from the Maritime Powers, - 20,000 


Men 
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Men more marched from the Rhine, to aſſiſt 
the Allies in their Operations on the Side of 
Namure. As theſe Numbers, joined to the reſt 
of the Army, formed indeed a formidable Body 
upon Paper, it was to me Matter of Won- 

der, that it not only did not acquire Laurels, 
but could not ward off Misfortunes. This 
my Wonder continued, till, by Letters from 
the Army, I learned, that not half of the 
promiſed, of the expected, of the paid Au- 
Atrians, were preſent in it. Information more 
authentic my Curioſity made me ſeareh after; 
but cannot wonder at my Diſappointment, if 
what I am told be true, that the Britiſb General 
himſelf never could procure a Muſter of their 
Effectives, although inſtructed by the Britiſb 
Miniſtry to iſſue their Pay but in Proportion 
as they were compleat. But it is of leſs Con- 
ſequence, whether this Surmiſe be true or no, 
ſince the whole Management of the Cam- 
paign is Proof ſufficient of the Deficieney of 
Numbers. 1 


But it is ſaid, this Evil will be removed, by 
the Care taken to have the Contingent of the 
Queen, as well as the Mercenaries from other 
Courts muſtered by Br:izz/þ Commiſſaries; and 
paid but in Proportion to their Compleatneſs: 


But, ſuppoſing the known Incorrvptibility 
of Commiſſaries ſhould affure us every Effect 
their Office was intituled to procure, is not 


IA ö 


od troy 


(8) 
their Power confined to puniſh and not to re- 
medy the Evil? And poor ſhall our Conſo- 
lation be at the End of another unfortunate 
Campaign, in the Reſervation of a few thou- 
ſand vounds, when reduced perhaps too low 
for Hope to retrieve us. But neither ſhall we 
have even that Conſolation; for ſuppoſing the 
Muſters to be honeſtly returned, I can ſcarce 
doubt, but ingenious Want will. frame Pre- 


tences, urge Neceſſities, and create Obſtacles 


to be removed only by the Payment of the 
whole Subſidy. 


7 But it is aid, that Care in Recruiting will 


ſupply former Defects. Let the Nature of 
the Troops be conſidered, and the Diſtance of 


the Hereditary Countries, from whence her 


Troops come, attended to, and even a ſincere 
Intention to make up the Contingent by re- 
cruiting the Corps, will be found vain, ſince 
the Deſertion will be · proportionable to that 


Supply. 
The Truth is, till we can reform the Court 


of Vienna as well as aſſiſt it, Dependance on 


it is vain. Till we can perſuade the indigent 
Court to apply the whole of her Subſidy ſa- 


_ ered. to the Purpoſe of the Field, and not, 


for Sake of the ſinking of ſome of her Mo- 
ney; employ fewer Troops; till we can per- 
ſuade the Locuſt Commiſſar ies, who eat out 


the Heart of the Auſtrian Army, not to wink 


at the Decreaſe of the already - diminiſhed 
| | „„ "_ 


(9) 
Contingent ; till we can perſuade the Cap- 
cains, whoſe very Subſiſtence is perhaps for. 
Years in Arrears, not to take farther Allow- 
ance than the Commiſſary connives at; and 
till we can perſuade the Soldier, in ſpite. of 
cruel Treatment, ſevere Hardſhips, Arrears 
and Hunger, not to lay hold of every Op- 
portunity to deſert : Till we can do theſe, the 
Proſpect of every Campaign may be as flat- 
tering as that of the future, but its End will 
be as unfortunate as that of the laſt. Nor muſt 
our Expectations on that Court receive Weight 
from any ſuppoſed Zeal to procure a ſafe and 
honourable Peace: For, alas! her Inclination 
tends as little to wiſh that, as her Meaſures to 
attain it: War is her Harveſt, as Peace is 
ours: Deprived by her Situation of other 
Track, ſhe deals in Men, and from among 
her Slaves forces her Soldiers: War furniſhes 
her the Means of Subfidies from abroad, and 
the Pretext of Exactions at home, while her 
Armies, little benefited by either, if ſuperior, 
fight for Subſiſtance from the Enemies Coun- 
try, or if inferior grind the Face of the Pea- 
ſant, Friend, Subject, or Neutral, of this the 
unfortunate Countries where they have ſo- 
journed or paſſed, furniſh melancholy Proofs 
in their Monuments of Ruin. 4 


Beſides it is a Conſideration of ſome Con- 
ſequence, how far the Peace in Aa may 
affect the Affairs in Europe; how far the Porte 
may be induced by * Opportunity, 
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and French Tmportunity, to repair her Loſſes 


to Perfia by Conqueſts in Hungary, a King- 
dom not more the Object of the Turks De- 
fires, than the Support of the Queen's Power. 
And, I fear, that to ſay the religious Regard 
paid by the People to their Engagements ar 
all Times, and their particular Profeſſions of 
fincere Intentions at preſent, will not be ſuffi- 
cient to remove Apprehenſions of Diſturbance 
from them; becauſe the laſt is an apparent 
Conſequence of the Perian War, as I fear 
the firſt is not fo well founded, as to aſcribe 
to their Religion an Influence unknown to 


ours, or to loſe their public Intereſts in their 


public Faith. 


That the Hand of France has had a Direc- 


tion in the Management of theſe Tranſactions 
of Peace, may be ſurmiſed from the Papers 
that have been made public, by which her 
Endeavours to bring them about notoriouſly 
appear. And who knows but ſhe may make 
uſe of the very Manner in which theſe Pa- 
pers have been publiſhed to excite the Ani- 
moſity of the Porte againſt a Power that ex- 
poles its Negoriations to the Chriſtian World 
with the View-of executing its Horror. 


Having given the Reaſons that prevent me 
from flattering myſelf with additional Aſſi- 
ſtance from the Court of Vienna, let us take 
a View of the States of Holland, and examine 
what Grounds there are to expect from thence 


Reſolu- 
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(1) 
Reſolutions more vigorous, Efforts more effec- 
tual, or even Intentions more fincere for the 
common Cauſe. « He 


No Steps by them taken ſince the laſt 
Campaign furniſh the ſmalleſt Ground to 
hope, that the ſame Adminiſtration which re- 
fuſed to break with France, when there was 
tolerable Probability of Succeſs, will change 
their Meaſures now, when there is ſcarce any, 
and when all the Conſequence muſt be to ex- 
aſperate as an Enemy that Power, whom they 
at ſuch a Rate have been courting as a F riend, 
and thereby loſe all the Benefit of their late 
Proſtitution. 5 EL} 


They have beheld undiſturbed. France poſe 
ſeſs that Barrier which-. they once thought 
could not be purchaſed too dearly as a Secu- 
rity againſt her: They have ſeen. that fame 
Power conquer the fair Country between that 
Barrier and their own Frontier: They have 
ſuffered the Choice of their Troops to be 
taken from them, while their Behaviour at 
home has all along been ſo cool and uncon- 

_ cerned, as if not intereſted in the Event; or 
if intereſted, as agreed about it. — Aſſiſtance 
indeed they lent us, , who. ſtruggled our Ut- 
moiſt to ſave them; but ſuch Aſſiſtance as 
could create no Suſpicion of their Intention 
to break with France, nor ſo big with Miſ- 
chief as to induce France to break with them. 
They ſent us at firſt Men without Orders to 
veal: "> G& 2 WW - 
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act, and afterwards Orders without Men to 


execute them. This the Triumphs of France, 
this the Groans of Flanders, this the Diſgrace 
of Britain ſufficiently proclaim, and for this 
the following Cauſes ſufficiently account. 


Trade, upon which Holland depends in a 


moſt particular Manner, muſt ſuffer ſo ſeverely 
during a War, that many, otherwiſe well- 
meaning Dutchmen think no Price too great 
that purchaſes the Retardment of that evil 
Hour; and this becauſe it affects them much 
as a State, and nearer as Individuals. As a 
State, which groaning under the Burthen of 
a heavy Debt, contracted for the Support of 
a tedious War, would find it difficult on De- 
creaſe of their Trade, whence their Revenues 
ariſe, to defray the neceſſary Charges of Go- 
vernment, and preſerve the Credit of the Re- 
public. As Individuals, whoſe whole Eſtates, 
from the Narrowneſs of the Country, and 
Lowneſs of public Intereſt of Money, not 
only depend on Trade, but are concerned 
in it, which would run the greater Hazard at 
this Juncture, when their Naval Force is in 


no Degree proportionable to the Extent of 


the Commerce it ſhould protect; and as they 
would loſe the Benefit of that vaſt Addition 
of Trade that has accrued to them from the 
Quarrels among their Neighbours, of which, 
while they feel the Sweets for the preſent, they 
leſs regard diſagreeable Repreſentations of the 
future. Theſe Conſiderations move many; 


Dread 


* 
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Dread of the Houſe of Orange moves more; as 
it threatens their Liberty as Freemen and (what 
weighs much more) their Fortunes 'as Place- 
Men: Happy Circumſtance, that the laſt, 
their Motive is furniſhed with ſo plauſible a 
Pretext by the firſt, A War by ſuch, is 
looked upon as the Forerunner to the Prince 
of Oranges Command of the Army. His 
Command from the Acceſs of Power, as the 
Step leading to the Stadtholderſhip; and the 
Continuance of that Office, as a Suſpenſion 
of the Freedom of the State. Therefore they 
ſay, they embrace a leſs Evil to avoid a 
greater; nor will run into certain Slavery at 
home, to evite the Chance of it from abroad. 
At the ſame time, they foreſee that the lu- 

crative Oifices they poſſeſs would be the firſt 
* Sacrifice to a Change of Government, as well 
do puniſh their Oppoſition to the Family of 
Orange, as to reward the Zeal of thoſe who 
promote its Intereſt ; and therefore every En- 
deavour will be uſed, by preventing the one 
to preſerve the other. Thus furniſhed by 
Prerences, thus urged by Motives, they are 
likewiſe ſupported by Power. The Reins of 
Government are in their Hands; the richeſt 
Provinces of the Union, the richeſt Towns 
in theſe Provinces, own their Party, and ſup- 
port their Authority ; while that of the Prince 
of Orange owes its Support to the Inland Pro- 
vinces of Guelderland, Overyſſel, &c. where 
a needy Nobilicy ſupports his Intereſt with a 
View to their own, with a View of Prefer- 

: | ment 
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(14) 
ment when in his Power to beſtow. But 
theſe Provinces are of the leſs Conſequence 
at home, and leſs regarded from abroad, as 
neither the Contingent, which they ſupply 
bears any Proportion to thoſe of the others ; 
and as for the Supply of theſe Proportions, 

are even obliged to have Recourſe to bor- 
row from the others, 


Theſe Arguments from Trade, and for Li- 
berty, are openly avowed, while other Mo- 
tives operate no leſs effectually, though ſe- 


cretly. Theſe are the Effects of French 


Gold, and of Principles in Politics, which 
connect the Intereſts of the Republic with thoſe 
of that Kingdom. That the Number of the 
Followers of the firſt may be great, will not 
be wonder d at here, where the Influence of 


Corruption is ſo well known, while thoſe of 
the ſecond want not Arguments to ſupport 


their Opinions; Arguments which receive 
Weight from the: Sanction of the greateſt 


Authority; from the Authority of De Witt; - 
at once an able Stateſman, and an honeſt. 


Dutchman. His favourite Scheme is well 
known to have had in View a Partition of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands between France and 


to a Demonſtration, more for the Intereſt bf 
France to live in Amity with the Dutch, than 
to ſubject them; to receive their Aſſiſtance as 
1926003 | I | Allies, 


* 


the States, and a ſtrict Union between theſdẽ 
Powers; nor did he dread a Dependancm as 
the Conſequence of that Union, becauſe it ĩs, 


616) 
Allies, rather than their Tribute as Slaves. 
For Trade, which was allured thither by 
Freedom and Privileges, would fly with her 
Protectors, and leave to the Conquerors its 
$ unprofitable Dregs, reedy Marſhes, an Comp 
ful Soil, and unpeopled Towns, 


Thus, while theſe plauſible Pretences of 
Commerce and Liberty to a trading and free 
State, cover the unalterable Motives of never- 
lyeing Intereſt, backed by undue Influence 
and ſecret Principle, let me leave it to the 

World to judge, what Expectations can rea- 
ſonably be entertained of a favourable 8 
of Meaſures in Holland. 


But, ſpite of theſe Arguments, that fuck * 
Change hea no taken Place, is ſuppoſed 17 | 
thoſe who conſider the ſolemn Emba y whic 
lately repreſented Britain at the Hague. They 
argue, that the Miniſtry of Britain would 
not have conſented to that Embaſſy without 
an apparent Proſpect of Succeſs; and that if 
there were Difficulties, the known Genius of 
him who executed it was more than ſufficient 
to overcome them. The laſt of theſe Argu- 
ments I allow to. be as good, as the firſt is 
trifling. And indeed if his R. H. had had 

to do with a People ſenſible to the ſhining 
Qualities he poſſeſſes, to be affected by that 
natural Dignity which adorns him, we might 
expect to ſee him triumph there, where the 
honeſt Zeal of 8 * the ſtrong Reaſon of 

Carteret, 
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'S | 
' Carteret, and the winning Perſuaſion of Cheſs 
zerfield failed. | 


But, alas! unmoved by Appearances, on 
this phlegmatic Race, the Arrows of Genius 
are ſpent in vain. The worthieſt, the wiſeſt, 
the ableſt Sons of Britain have been delegated 
to negotiate with this People; but their 
Worth, their Wiſdom, and their Ability, have 
all been vain. Every Argument has been ex- 
hauſted, every Expedient tried, every Artiſice 
been practiſed with like Succeſs. Certain 
Danger from France, natural Connection with 
Britain, univerſal Monarchy, and public 
Faith, have been ſet before them in every 
Light without ſtriking Conviction, at leaſt 
without drawing Concurrence, When Ap- 
lications to the Government have in every 
Point failed, Applications to the People have 
been attempted, and every Negotiation (that 
1 of Ch— excepted, who, if he had not more 
4 Succeſs, had more Temper) which has com- 
11 | menced with Reaſoning and Entreating, has 
ended in Expoſtulating and Bullying. In this 
Stair firſt led the Way, and by his noble 4 
Memorials towards the End of his Embaſſy, 
endeavoured to awaken the People to that 
Senſe of Danger, which his former Con- 
ferences could not effectuate in the Admini- 
ſtration. His Example Gr—, though at firſt 
diſproving, was at laſt obliged to follow in 
the famous Memorial requiring their Decla- 
eis ration 
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ration of War, in Compliance with Treaties 
towards the End of his Adminiſtration. But, 
alas! theſe Applications have had the fame. 
Succeſs as the Negotiations. - The People, 
ſunk in Luxury, are equally deaf to the Voice 
of Fame and the Cries of Freedom; and the 
Orange Party ate far from being Maſters of 
the ſame Power, which, by ſuch Artifices, , 
changed the Government in 1672. 
One Compliment indeed we may expect in 
Return for another; in Return for having 
honoured them with the Preſence of a Son. 
of England, they may honour him with 
the Command in Chief of their Troops; a 
Commiſſion, which, it is hoped, will not be 
reſtrained by the ſame Power to Bathiani, 
with which Konningſeg was inveſted, when his 
R. H. commanded their 'Troops laſt, nor in- 
validated by ſecret Inſtructions to Waldeck. 


But that this Commiſſion. is only a Com- 
pliment, and that no further Steps have been 
taken, I muſt believe, till a Declaration of 
War evinces the contrary. A Declaration of 
War is the Touchſtone of the States Inten- 
tions. Its iſſuing will be the only certain Mark 
of their Concurrence with us; its Refuſal is 
a certain Conſequence of Reſolutions not to 
act with Vigour. If they were in earneſt, it 
is a Ceremony they would not wich- hold, 
ſince by it they would gain Credit with their 
Allies, by complying with Treaties; and gain 
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{0 \ 
n 53 »% E 
. 1 


ON 65 | - | OS 
Popularity with their own People, by flatter- 
ing their Inclinations, And ir would be but 
a mere Ceremony, were they really in earneſt, 
ſince in that Caſe France would declare and 
act againſt ' them. For France is too wiſe 
to bear patiently the Diſadvantages of War, 
without rafting its Advantages; to ſubmit to 
have the Datch Strength exerted againſt her, 
without enriching herſelf with the Dutch 
Trade, which is at preſent as caſy to be in- 
ſulted, as difficult to be protected, and wich- 
out wiſhing to add to her proud Fortreſſes 
thoſe on the Maes, and on the Rhine. Till 
ſuch Declaration then appear, I ſhall beg 
Leave to ſuſpend my Belief of the Succeſs of 
his R. H's Negotiation. 


But if what human Judgment cannot fore- 
ſee, nor human Efforts effectuate; if the inter- 
poſing Influence of Heaven ſhould work that 
Change in the Reſolutions and Meaſures of 
the Republic, now as much deſpaired of, as 
once longed after; what great Benefit could 
the Common Cauſe receive therefrom? That 
is, ſuppoſing her willing, what. is ſhe really 
able to do? Additional Strength by Sea is not 
Wanted from her ; and whence can ſhe draw 
her additional Strength by Land? Does not all 
that Addition conhift only of che Garriſons of 
Tournay and Dendermonde, of thirteen Bat- 
talions. A poor Reinforcement indeed, were 
it of the beſt Troops, as it is of the worſt ; of 
the worſt, not more as to the Nature of tlie 

w_ by Troops, 
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| Troops, than as to their Incomp 3 : 
And their Incompleatneſs is an 25 not ſo 
eaſily remedy'd, when we conſider that the 
Narrowneſs of their on Country, and high 
Wages there, prevent them from recruiting 
at home, and the warlike Diſpoſitions of their 
Neighbours rendered difficult abroad: An 
of theſe chiefly of the King of Pruſſia, with 
whoſe Inliſters not only the adjoining Coun- 
tries, but even the Dutch Garriſons ſwarm, 


who meet not with leſs Succels in ſweeping 


away all the Youth fit and willing for Serie, 
than in debaueking: _ rech in — of 
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1 — to take Notice of the fh ” Repo 
of fo many of the Dutch — having 
made their Eſcapes from Fraue; for, ſup- 

poſing the Men hardy enough to do that, 

nay, to risk their! Necks by ſerving again, et 
the Officers can do neither while theit Partie 
retains them; their Parole; a Tie not more 
facred in itſelf, than ſanctiſod by univerſal 
Cuſtom. Such Report can bus A kredie the 


Cauſe of och as are 1 to nene Tok 


to it. 1% 1 
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Where ths 4 ahe Fas Profpetief 
next Campaign its Foundation? From what 
Lands are to aſſemble thoſe formidable Ar- 
mies that are to reconquer che Nerber landt, 
and, by making an Impreſſion into France, 


teach Humility to the Grand Monarch? Can 


we * che World for deriding the Credu- 
WS; | > ny 


of 
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| liry of a People, who expect theſe” Events 
rom the Addition of ten Battalions from 
England, and thirteen- from Holland, to an 
fra. ar which, by our o] Allowance, was, 
on the Day of the laſt Battle, ar leaſt one half 
Tels than tliat of the Enemy, which was faid, 
in London Gazette, to conſiſt . a hundred and 
frency Davralions, 2x all 1 
; » Unaugmented oh our Side, for ſuch Sri 
.menuaribr: is juſt nothing, jet us ſee if our 
Expectations of Diminution in that of che 
Enemy have any better Foundation. But 
vrhile Saxe continues the favourite Mareſchal, 
his Schemes will be the favourite Schemes, 
and his Army enabled to execute them. The 
ſole Pretence for ſuppoſing ſuch Diminution 
muſt be the Defence. of Provence, which; as 
the Force of attacking! it is not eiended to 
exceed 400, may well be effectuated by 
thoſe Reiddoobeinencs that have been ſent; to 
the Spanterds and French Italian Armies, 
fromi the Frontiers in Alſace, Franc becomes, 
und the Biſhoprics. This Expedition beſide 
wio unlikely ro be attended with Succeſs, a 
it is known to have been undertaken againſ 
the Will of the Q— n, and without the 
Concurrence of 5 - a, who other- 
— would ſend more than fiſteen Battalions 
to aſſiſt in it; while the utmoſt Purpoſe, its 
moſt zealous:Promoters expect to be anſwered 
by it; is che draining off Part of the French 
N e from Flanders: c And! its enn ſeems 
| ai. to 
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to baue! its Riſe in the Court of Britain, to 
furniſh from its Expectations Matter of the 
Speech to the P=—t, when diſappointed in 
Flanders and diſgraced 3 in Britany. 2 
to furniſh Flanders, Belleiſle leaves the Defeat 
of the Auſtrians to the Severity of the Seaſon, 
leſs anxious of the Fate of the open Country, 
while the Towns are ſecured againſt any At- 
tempt, and providing by his Meaſures in Italy 
the Means of their Retreat as ſure as by a 
Victory. For we need not aſcribe the Infur- 
rection of Genoa to Chance, while he has the 
Direction of Affairs in that Part of the World, 
and while the Preparations in Naples 1 
ſo W to ſecond them. 


Beſides the T roops that were in the firſt 
Alarm ſent to reinforce Belleifle will be ſufſi- 
cCiently replaced by the new Levies making 
with, ſuch Vigour, as well in France as in her 
conquered Provinces. | 


Thus having ſhown that we have no Rea- 
ſon to. amuſe ourſelves with flattering Expec- 
rations from the enſuing Campaign in Flan- 
ders, either by Addition to our Force, or Di- 
minution from that of the Enemy, it will not 
be incurious to enquire what Difference there 
is in the Troops themſelves, and if the ſupe- 
rior Qualities of ours will make up for their 
inferior Numbers. And here it is not with- 
our Chagrin, that I find myſelf obliged to 
combar frhe favourite, nay (if properly re- 
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thoſe of the Enemy, I am afraid Experience 
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ſtricted) the laudable Opinion of Confidence 
3n,ourſelves, and Contempt of our Enemies. 
For laudable this Opinion certainly is, when 
conſined to inſpire the Heart of the Soldier 
and Sailor - with that Veneration for Engllib 
Courage, as will make them dread to throw 
a Stain on Engizſh Honouͥnur.. 


But be the Charm reſtrained there, nor 


taint with its Enthuſiaſm the Scheme of the 
Stateſman ot Plan of the General; for Expe- 


rience, which removes the Prejudice of theſe, 
is bought at too dear a Rate. Let ſuch con- 
fider the Nature of Mankind modelled to 


War by the very ſame Rules of Diſcipline, 


and they will find no Reaſon to aſcribe to a 
Pre- eminence of one Nation over another, 
-what is the Conſequence of Accident or Con- 
duct, however a Chain of ſurpriſing Events, 


ſuch for Inſtance as diſtinguiſhed the War of 


3702, may ſeem to authoriſe ſuch wrong 
Opinion. But ſuppoſe for the preſent Con- 
ſtuutional Difference between People of dif- 
ferent Countries, let us ſee, lay ing aſide Pre- 
judice for a little, in what Reſpect the French 
as Soldiers are inferior to us, either in the ac- 
tuating Principle or executing Hand. To 
begin with the firſt: If we: enquire whether 
the Preſer vation of the Ballance of Power, 
and the Love of public Liberty animate our 


Officers to a greater Degree, than Gallantry 


and Veneration for their Monarch's Glory, 


will 


A 
will determine againſt us; — will determine 
that a diſtant Proſpect of the Sufferings of 
Mankind does not inſpire our Officers with 
greater Alacrity to bear their own, hor the 
Dread of future Chains to other and indiffe- 
rent Nations, bid them deſpiſe their preſent 
Inconveniences, Dangers, and Death. While 
on the other hand the Religious Propaga- 
tion of Military Honour, to a Degree of 
2Puixotiſm, keeps it ever preſent in the French 
Breaſt : The Glory of their Monarch fires 
them to Action; the Smiles of the Fair re- 


Ward them for Conqueſt. Every Circum- 


ſtance concurs to encourage them; Age meets 
with Reverence in Proportion as Youth has 
been ſpent in Action; and in Marriage- Con- 
tracts the Fortune of the Female Side riſes in 
Proportion to the Number of Conqueſts on 
that of the Male. Prompted by theſe En- 
couragements, the Nation has always had a 
Military Turn, nor can we deny having 
framed ours from their Military Rules, while 
the very Terms of Arc ſtill in Uſe wich us 
declare it. While ſuch Morives animate the 
Officer, neither is the private Soldier poſſeſſed 
of Qualities that juſtify that Contempt with 
which we affect to treat him. For the 


Subject of it, ibſtemious Diet, fits Him more 


for the Hardſhips of War, and the Cafuatries 
of the Field, than if he were accuſtomed to 
Pamper, and,ufed to Luxuries. Every Camp 
preſents him with his ordinary Fare, the 
Herbage of the Ground and the Water of che 
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River: And while with theſe contented fewer 
Obſtacles can-ariſe to ſudden Expeditions, 
and fewer Diſcontents diſeaſe, the Army and 
diſtreſs the General. Beſides, with what Con- 
ſiſtency do we deſpiſe the French for theſame 


Thing (however unknown. among us) which 


laid the Foundation of the Roman Grandeur, 
and raiſed the Reputation of the Roman Arms. 
Nor have we Reaſon to think the preſent 
Army we have to cope with, unworthy of 
their Nation, while the Aſſiduity of Saxe, 
continued Practice, repeated Sieges and Bat- 
tles, have furniſhed it with fair Occaſion of 
Improvement, and while we caſt our Eyes 
on the late Behaviour (if Credit be due to 


Officers of our own of the firſt Rank, Repu- 


ration, and Quality) at the Battle of Rocoux, 
as well of the General, as of the Army. To 
theſe natural Advantages it has added the in- 
cidental one of Confidence from Victory. An 
Advantage which cannot be exaggerated to a 
Soldier; but an Advantage where however 
will loſe its Effect in Proportion to the Num- 


ber of Britiſb in the Army oppoſed to it, 


whoſe natural Courage is, I am perſuaded, 
too great to be ſhaken by any Series of Miſ- 
fortunes, and in whoſe Breaſts the Memory 
of Rocoux and Fontenoy, will, in a Day of Ac- 
tion, move no other Paſſion than that of 
Revenge. Twas unwillingly I touched upon 
this ungrateful Topic, but ſome Wounds are 
of ſuch a Nature as muſt be probed ere they 


be cured. Ridiculous is the Diſcourſe of a 


, Perſon 


(2) 
Perſon dying of 2 Conſumption, when, inſen- 
ſible of his Situation, he boaſts of wonted 
Vigour : And equally ridiculous is the Confi- 
dence of a State in its Strength, when, to 
every beholding Eye, it touches the laſt Pe- 
riod of its Grandeur, and is wringing out the 
laſt Heart-Drops of its Treaſure, _. 


Having ſhown, I think, clearly, that our 
Alliance furniſhes no Hopes of more favoura- 
ble Conjunctures the enſuing Campaign than 
the paſt, either from the additional Number 
of Troops on our Side, or by meeting with 
fewer or worſe on that of the Enemy, I ſhall 
next take a jhort View of the other Courts in 
Europe, and ſee if from them any Alteration 
can be expected to turn the Ballance in our 
Favour, which at preſent preponderates in 
Favour of France. $67 


From the Empire in a Body nothing is & 
pected, and nothing more from the Members 
which compole it ; for of theſe, all who give 
us their Wiſhes, have already lent us their 
Forces; and theſe are confined to Hanover 
and Auſtria. Saxony, once our Friend, to 
whoſe generous Interpoſition, and glorious 
Self-denial, we owe at once the Empire ſaved, 
and the Emperor crown'd, gave us laſt Year 
ſtrong Proofs of Change in her Politics, if not 
of her Afﬀections, in refuſing to conclude the 
Treaty of Subſidy with the Maritime Powers. 
The firſt is eafily accounted for by the In- 
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fluence of the Court of Prufia, which ſhows 
its Greatneſs in prevailing with a German 


Prince over Emoluments ; and the ſecond 


may well be expected, from the Earneſt- 


neſs of another Court for the laſt Pru/- 


an Peace, viſibly againſt the Inclinations 
of its Allies, and from its with-holding, to 


prevent Obſtructions to it, the Pruſſian Aſ- 


fiſtance, and thereby ſuffering the Ruin of 
Saxony. A Step this, which the Miniſtry who 


directed it, may live to feel the Effects of. 


What could be more defirable than a Concur- 
rence in Pruffia with Saxony and Auſtria, to 
diſable a Power, whom nothing can win as a 
Friend, and who longed after that very Peace 


only that he might again recover the Ability 


of acting as an Enemy; an Ability that has 


been moſt effectually given him, by throwing 


Saxony into his Arms. This, I ſay, the Mini- 


ſters (ſhort-lived though they may be) may 


live to ſee, becauſe I believe its Day—is 


not not far off. The late Treaty of Al- 
lance betwixt Verſailles and Dreſden gives lit- 
tle Ground to hope for more Intereſt to us at 

the latter Court this Year than the laſt, 


But of all the Members of the Germanic | 


Body, Pruſſia is the moſt confiderable, by the 
Strength of its Armies and Wifdom of its 
Monarch; which, ſo far from avalling us, 
promiſes to be exerted againſt us. And this 


appears as well from Conſideration of Intereſts, 


as of the Reſentments. of that King; and 
. "What theſe dictate, he has Power to perform. 


The 


_— 
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The: Backwardneſs ſhown by the Court of 
Vienna, as well to accede to the ſeveral Trea- 
ties made with that Monarch, as to execute 
the Stipulations in them; its injurious Freat- 
ment of him while an Enemy; its Diffidence 
in him when Enmity ceaſed, whether owing 
to its Unwillingneſs to be diſmembered of ſo 
fair a Province as Sileſia, or to its Pride, diſ- 
daining to purchaſe Peace by Conceſſions to a 
Power ſhe has always looked upon as her Infe- 
rior, account for and juſlify this Reſentment 
againſt her. Nor of our Confederacy is that 
of Vienna, the only Court that moves his Re- 
ſentment, while our Endeavours to bring about 
the two Pacifications are, I fear, inſufficient 
to wipe from his Memory the Refuſal of his 
Mediation at Hannau, the Manner of that 
Refuſal, and other Grudges of 2. Date more 
antient, and much known, 0, 


With-held by theſe Motives from aſſiſting 
us, his Intereſt leads him to join with France 
(and what Intereſt directs, a wiſe Prince will 

always follow) to keep the Houſe of Auſtria, 
becauſe on the Unability of that Houſe to 
diſturb it, depends the ſecure Guarantee to 
his Poſſeſſion of Sileſia.! This the Declara- 
tions of that Court, the Diſcourſe of its Peo- 
ple, the Manner of acting of its Miniſters, 
ſufficiently convince him: And this he will 
provide for, by preventing France from re- 

ceiving ſuch a Blow as may force it to ſub- 
mit to Terms that may leave the Houſe of 
= 2 Auſtria, 
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( 28) 
Auſtria, as able as ſhe is willing, to pull down 
his Greatneſs. That he intends in ſuch a 


Conjuncture to interpoſe, his vaſt Prepara- 


tions leave little Room to doubt; and that he 
is able to execute his Intentions, can be as 
little doubted by any who confiders what 


an Addition of 150,000 of the beſt Troops of 


the World can do, when united to the Flower 


of France. 


To this junction we flatter ourſelves, a 
Bar will be found in Ria, as if our annual 
Diſappointments from that Court were not 
ſufficient to prevent farther Expectations from 
it. Neither ought theſe Diſappointments to 
ſurpriſe, when its State is attended to. Poliſhed 
in ſome meaſure by the Cares of Peter, and 
the Inundation of Germans foſtered by the 
ſubſequent Governments, the preſent Em- 
preſs ſeems rending to reſtore to her Country, 
with its antient Manners, its antient Barbari- 
ties: And while the ſound Rules of Policy 
ceaſe to govern at home, can conſiſtent Mea- 
fures be expected from it abroad? And how 
can Meaſures be conſiſtent in a Country, where 
the very Governmefit cannot pretend to a ſure 
Eſtabliſhment ? where paſt Revolutions muſt 


create continual Anxieties of future; as the 


Eaſe with which they have been executed, 
may tempt others to hope for the like Suc- 
ceſs. Besides, in ſuch a Country, can it be 


expected that Intereſt will over-rule Reſent- 


ment, and the Pique of the Ruler be poſt- 
poned 


09 

poned to the Good of the State? Can it 
be expected that the Czarina will exert her 
Strength to ſupport the Crown of a Princeſs 
who plotted to deprive her of her's > That ſhe 
will give ſuch an uncommon Teſtimony of 
Chriſtian Diſpoſition, as to declare, by ſend- 

ing her Armies, her Forgiveneſs of the Vil: 
lanies of Botta? Suppoſe all this, ſuppoſe her 
willing, it is to be conſidered if the is able, 
by her own Money, to maintain her Troops 
out of her own Country. Of this we are 
enabled to judge, by the Knowledge brought 
into this Part of the World by a late noble 


Ambaſſador, who found indeed the Court 


ready and willing to employ her Men, but 
expecting and requiring our Money to pay 
them. But what Power can afford Wealth 
ſufficient to enable Ria to put in the Field 
a Force in any Degree capable of looking 
Prufjia in the Face? Is Britain that Power? 
Loaded as ſhe is with her preſent Burthen, 
can ſhe bear another ſtill as * ? To 
mention it is to refute it. 


But allowing to Ruſſia equal Ability and 
Inclination, and ſuppoſing no Obſtruction can 
be created to her by her own.-haughty Car- 
riage in the North, her diQating to the 
Swedes, or the pretenſions of the Danes; is not 
her Attention ſufficiently drawn off from un- 
neceſſary meddling with Affairs in Europe by 
the late Change in thoſe in Afa, where the 


Peace between the Turks and Perſians require 
her 


— 
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her upon her Guard equally againſt both theſe 
Powers, and leaves her lictle Leiſure to watch 
the Morions of the Pruſian Monarch? 


The reſt of the Princes of Germany, tho' 
too inconfiderable to weigh much on either 
Side, yet ſeem inclined to ſacrifice their own 
Eaſe and Neurrality for the Sake of neither: 
The Powers in the North, as indifferent about 
our Quarrels, are called off by Attention to 
their on; and Spain ſeems connected with 
France more cloſely than eyer. 


Upon what Foundation then are built theſe 
our mighty Expectations of future Succefles ? 
Does the above View of the Affairs in Europe 
give them Encouragement ? Is it on ſuch 
Views we flatter ourſelves with Hope? And 
upon this Bottom do we build the Plan of 
future Conqueits ? Is it with theſe Helps we 
promiſe ourſelves the Succeſs of a Maribo- 
reugh, in the Labours of a Mariborough ? 


For, with reſpect to Flanders, all the La- 
bours he underwent are again to be under- 
gone ; all the Country he conquered to be 
again conquered, and all the Towns he took 
to be again beſieged, But tho' equal the 
Toil, is the. Means likewiſe equal? The 
Wealth of the yet opulent Nation filled his 
Cheſt ; the Empire and Holland, as earneſt as 
potent, delegated to him their Power ; ; Pruf- 
fia, Saxony, and Denmark, ſtrengthen'd on 
wit 


(3t) 
with their Forces; while Fortune aſſured him 
that Victory of which he already aſſured him- 
felf the probable Means. At preſent England 
ſunk in her Power, as funk in her Wealth, 
groaning under the Burthen of Debrs from 
that War, where dearly purchafed Laurels 
were the ſole Return for a Profuſion of Trea- 
ſure; England, I ſay, almoſt left alone to 
ftem the Torrent, is forced ro purchaſe the 
Aſſiſtance even of that Power, whom to affift 
ſhe engaged wantonly in the War, and to 
drag after her the unwilling unavailing Can- 
tingent of Holland, more and nearer concerned 
in its Event than herſelf, Different, alas! in 
other Circumſtances, in one Reſpect the fu- 
ture Cam paign and that in 1706 agree in the 
Merit of the General of the Allies: For 
equally great in other Qualities as the Duke 
of Marl. his R. H. wants but Experience to 
make him greater. But if we have the Wit- 
dom of our former Generals, the French have 
not the Folly of theirs; as nothing of the 
Conduct of Saxe authoriſes us to reduce him 
to a Party with Villeroi. | 1 


If therefore, as I have ſhewn, there is no 
Probability of Succeſs as Affairs ſtand; and 
though unexpected Succeſs ſhould come, yet 
as the Interpoſition of Pruſſia, in all human 
Probability, will again tutn the Ballance, why 
ſhould we continue the unequal Struggle, 
which moſt apparently will leave us eve 
Year in a Situation work than the paſt? Let 
9 us 


( 
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any other Hands. What Reaſon can we have 


( 32 } 
us ſtop, and, cer our Strength be entirel 
waſted, and our Treaſures entirely 1 
accept of Terms; though, perhaps, not ſuch 
as our Vain- glory once promiſed us, becauſe 


Perſeverance will but add to the Harſhneſs of 


the Conditions. — Continuance of the War muſt 
be the certain Ruin of the Nation (our Debt 


multiplies ſo. faſt) a Peace may give us Lei- 


ſure to recover; re-eſtabliſh our Trade, re- 
gain our Strength, and eaſe ourſelves by De- 
grees of the Burthen of our Debts. Horrid 
is their Argument, who plead for their Con- 
tinuance, as.a Security to the 


Auguſt Sovereign inconſiſtent with that 
Country. — Nor let the Chimera of the 
lance of Power ſtep. in between Britain, 


this her ſole Port of Safety: That has no Con- 
cern in the Queſtion. Let not the aggrandi- 


Zing one Houſe in Germany, and the Pique 


of another, . veil themſelves with its ſacred 


Name, nor aſſume to their Cauſe the Name 


.of the Cauſe of Europe. The Miniſters of 


the Houſe of Auſtria are doubtleſs in the 
Right to inſiſt, that the Preſervation of the 
Ballance of Power depends on that of their 


Miſtreſs's Territories. But the Miniſters of 


1225 ought to reaſon, and the People of 


ritain ought. to know, that if there is a 


Power ſufficient to Ballance that of France, 
3 is indifferent to us, as Britons, whether that 
ower be lodged in Brandenburg, Auſtrian, or 


ſor 


ei 


elent Govern- 
ment, as it tends to make the Intereſt of our 


1 Tar In 
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fot apprehending ſo much for that Ballance, 
while ſo much Power is lodged in Ruta, in 
| Pruſſia, in the North, in Spain, independent 
of that which is now exerted againſt France? 
Why ſhould England feel that Dread for the 
Chains of Europe, which Europe feels not for 
herſelf? And ought not ſhe at laſt to regard 
as a Bugbear only, what the Nations equally 
concerned as herſelf ſee unalarmed. Were 
France, however an Over match for us, really 
ſo formidable, ſo able, and ſo willing to bind 
her Neighbours in Chains, and extend the 
Sway of our univerſal Monarchy, Britain 


Vould not be alarmed alone, Spain and Prufe 


fia would lay afide their other Purſuits, and 
join with us for their common Safety, even 


Holland, would rouze the Belgic Lion from 


his lethargic Den, and, fighting for Freedom, 
feel once more for Fame. 25 


Without affecting at all the Ballance of 
Power, the Meaſures we now purſue tend 
but to diminiſh our own Intereſt : For while 
we have the Advancement of Auſtria in View, 
we link Spain and Pruſſia our Natural Allies 
to France our Natural Enemy. Let us then, 
as well in Conſideration of the Intereſt of 
England as of that of Europe, ſet about this 
Work of Peace: Let us by its Means do 
what by thoſe of War we never can, culti- 
vate the Friendſhip of Prufjia, and regain 
that of Spain': Let us recover, by the Wiſdom 
of our Councils, that Influence abroad which 
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Cauſe. 


I 
we loſt by their Folly, For this Purpoſe, let 
us call to the Helm of Affairs the ableſt and 
wiſeſt among us, without Regard to Party, 
Pique, or Aſſociation. : 


7 


But equal to the Motives from our Situa- 


tion abroad, do thoſe from the Situaticn at , 
home call for Peace ? — Peace alone can give. 

us Leiſure to ſmooth what the Hand of Re- 
bellion has ruffled, to win back the diſaffected, 
and root out the Diſaffection. For if we 
may be allowed to form a judgment of the 
Meaſures now purſuing to theſe Ends, from 
thoſe few of them which have drawn down 
the Interpofition of the Houſe of Peers, and 
che Correction of the Court of Seſſion; if 
the Reports of What we have heard receive 
Credit from what by theſe Means we know, 
it is to be hoped Experience will. not prove 
them ineffectual. 


„ 


93 a 35-1 | 4 
But if Policy ſhould require Scotland to be 
ruled with an Iron Rod, ſurely the Seaſon of 
Foreign War is of all other the moſt improper 
to add Deſpa it to Bravery, and to widen a 
Narrow Party-Bottom into that of a National 
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